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GSMA BARG RCPG thanks SA1 for the liaison statement contained in RCPG 8_006 / S1-131068 which we have discussed at our last conference call.

RCPG would like to clarify that operators are free to agree upon bulk transfer of charging data or even to suppress the transfer of charging information altogether bilaterally where the exchange of detailed charging data is not needed by the involved parties. 

A reference example is the case of SMS-MT where by default no event data records will be transferred from the Visited Network to the Home Network via the Transferred Account Procedure (except upon explicit request of the Home Operator).
Insofar the use of bulk charging data between operators is primarily a matter of contractual agreement and does not unconditionally rely on technical bulk charging enablers at the network level, as bulk charging data can also be created by downstream post processing Billing systems from detailed charging information created by the network. 

Irrespective of inter operator bulk charging, a configuration option to create bulk data for some types of traffic could be interesting for operators to reduce the overall volumes of detailed charging data creation at the network level and of charging data processing within Mediation and Billing systems.    

We would like to emphasise, however, that some operators still might always have commercial or legal requirements for the creation of detailed charging data. Accordingly the creation of bulk charging data instead of full detailed charging data can only be a configuration option. 
We are happy to review corresponding configuration criteria and provide our input. With respect to m2m traffic e.g. it will be key that there is a secure way to differentiate m2m traffic from other types of traffic.
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1. Overall Description:


3GPP SA1 is re-evaluating some of its Machine Type Communications requirements in 3GPP TS 22.368. One of those requirements is the requirement to support bulk charging instead of per individual subscription charging. The goal behind bulk charging is to generate less CDRs. Instead of generating large numbers of individual CDRs for individual subscriptions, network nodes generate one bulk CDRs for all communication related to a particular group of subscriptions (e.g. all subscriptions related to a specific PLMN or a particular MTC customer). 

The main cost benefit of reducing the amount of CDRs is thought to be in roaming as transporting CDRs from a VPLMN to HPLMN is more costly than transporting CDRs within an operator. However, 3GPP SA1 is not sure GSMA sees the benefit in such cost optimisation. 

2. Actions:


To GSM BARG.


ACTION: 
3GPP SA1 asks GSMA BARG to provide feedback on the usefulness of bulk charging to reduce the amount of CDRs exchanged in a roaming relation.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG1 Meetings:
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