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* * * Start of 1st Change * * *  
8.2.15
Explicit Communication Transfer (ECT)

8.2.15.1
Definition

The Explicit Communication Transfer (ECT) service enables a party involved in a communication to transfer that communication to a third party.

There are two situations in which transfer shall be possible:

-
The transfering party has no ongoing communication with the transfer Target (ECT Blind).

-
The transfering party has a communication with the transfer Target (ECT Consultative).

ECT Blind:

The ECT Blind enables the transferring party A who has an active communication  with a party B, which can be an incoming or outgoing communication, to transfer that communication into a new communication between party B and a third party C with out having prior communication with the third party C, and release it self  from the communication .

Because of the blind call towards party C, it is not possible to know in advance the result of the transfer. Therefore, party A should be informed of the establishment state of the transfer before being released from the communication. Based on this information and its local policy, party A has the possibility to cancel the transfer and retrieve the call with party B (eg. If Party A considers B waiting time too long or receives a transfer failure notification).
ECT Consultative:

The ECT Consulative enables a transferring party A to transform two of that party's communications (e.g. an active communication and a communication on hold, to parties B and C), each of which can be an incoming communication or an outgoing communication, into a new communication between party B and party C.

Prior to transfer, the media session shall have been established on the communication between transferring party A and party B (transferee). On the communication between transferring party A and party C (transfer target), the media session shall have been established prior to transfer.
The service should be applicable independent of whether party B and party C are IMS users or not.

This service description is based on the service description described in [E-18].

The use of ECT on an emergency call, or a call identified as a callback to an emergency call, by a user that is not the PSAP, shall be precluded. 

* * * End of Change * * *  
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