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This contribution proposes the following funtional and high level requirements to TS22.468.
4
Functional Requirements

Public safety and critical group communication typically requires fast call set up times and large group membership limit. Although the member list is large, the number of members participating in a call varies depending on the circumstances. Moreover the area for group communication ranges from a single cell based group up to nation-wide coverage. The call pattern is typically dominated by downlink communication to all participants and up to a few uplink communication spurts at any given instance.  Hence to enable group communications apart from convention unicast service, a form of multicast or broadcast service in the downlink is necessary for network efficiency.

Priority access and guaranteed network resources provide the reliability to the Public safety and critical group communication services than can be facilitated by 3GPP. The following requirements address these functions required for enabling group communication for public safety over LTE
4.1

High Level Requirements

4.1.3
Priority Access 

Priority group communication members shall receive priority access over other non-priority communication including other non-priority or lower priority group communication. The priority access refers to access to network resources like IP flows, QoS, retention priority as assigned to the group based on the allocated Group Identifier.
Priority group communication shall not be disrupted or affected by other non-priority or lower priority communication.

4.1.4
Group Communication Priority Levels
The network shall provide a list of Group Identifiers to enable identification groups with varying degrees of priorities and resource utilization (for e.g. audio only, audio and video, high quality audio etc.) for enabling group communication.
4.1.6
Emergency calling

Ability for a UE to make an emergency call shall not be affected by being in a group communication. 

4.1.7
Support for calls with large membership count

The UE and the network shall support the ability to host the calls over wireless Broadcast/multicast service for optimal resource utilization and to make such group calling feasible when large concentrations of users of a group are present in an area.

4.1.8
Support for location based services for group communication

The network shall enable the UE’s user plane to access the location information to report or process for group communication services.
4.1.9
Support for service feature availability for group communication

The network shall provide the UE the ability to discover the support for group communication services in the network.
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