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1. Introduction
The current scope of 3GPP is
	2.3 Scope and objectives of 3GPP.

3GPP shall prepare, approve and maintain the necessary set of Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for an evolved 3rd Generation and beyond Mobile System including:

- 
Evolved UTRAN and beyond (including UTRA; in Frequency Division Duplex (FDD)
and Time Division Duplex (TDD) modes);

- 
3GPP Core Network and evolutions (Third Generation networking capabilities originally evolved from 
GSM. These capabilities include mobility management, global roaming, and utilisation of relevant Internet Protocols);

- 
Terminals for access to the above (including specifications for a UIM);

- 
An evolved IMS developed in an access independent manner; and

- 
System and service aspects.

3GPP shall prepare, approve and maintain the necessary set of Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for:

- 
the Global System for Mobile communication (GSM) including GSM evolved radio access technologies (e.g. General Packet Radio Service (GPRS) and Enhanced Data rates for GSM Evolution (EDGE)).

3GPP shall consider the long term evolution.

The Technical Specifications and Technical Reports shall be developed in view of global roaming and circulation of terminals.

The set of 3GPP Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for the 3GPP core network and the specifications for the GSM core network should be common to the greatest extent possible and should not be unnecessarily different.

The results of the 3GPP work shall form the basis of member contributions to the ITU in accordance with existing procedures.

3GPP shall take account of emerging ITU recommendations on interworking between IMT-2000 family members.

In the framework of agreed relationships, the 3GPP Technical Specifications and Technical Reports will form the basis of standards, or parts of standards, of the Organizational Partners.



As evident form at the highlighted parts, it includes terminal aspects to access the Access Network and the Core Network.  Communication between terminals are not included.

This implies that ProSe solutions bases on direct device to device communications are outside the current scope of 3GPP. This implies that such kind of scenarios require an update of the current scope to de developed.


This contribution introduces a note to remember this need in the initial example.

2 Proposal
The following update of the TR is proposed currently for 4.1 of the TR 

4.1. 
Data paths for Proximity Communications
Default data path scenario:

Currently, when two UEs in close proximity communicate with each other, their data path (user plane) goes via the operator network. The typical data path for this type of communication is shown in Figure-1, where eNB(s) and/or GW(s) are involved. 
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Figure-1: Default data path setup in the EPS for communication between two UEs.

Note: Two eNBs are shown here for illustration. It is FFS whether direct communication between UEs in different eNBs is possible
Proximity communication scenario:

If devices are in proximity of each other, they may be able to use a local or direct path.

For example in 3GPP LTE spectrum, the operator can move the data path (user plane) off the access and core networks onto direct links between the UEs. This direct data path is shown in Figure-2.
Note
The current 3GPP scope include terminal aspects to access 3GPP Access and Core Networks.  The scenario in the example provided in Figure-2 require to reconsider the current 3GPP scope in order to be developes in a normative specification.
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Figure-2: The “direct mode” data path in the EPS for communication between two UEs.

Note: Control plane paths are for FFS 

Another example is when the data path is locally routed via the eNB:
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Figure-3: The “locally routed” data path in the EPS for communication between two UEs.

Note: Control plane paths are for FFS 
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