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2. Proposal

Different alternative solutions for short and long term are proposed:
- Short term

The use of the existing numbering formats for M2M communication is possible in the very short term. 
- Midterm
An interim solution for number shortage is to extend the number of digits in the E.164 number on dedicated ranges that are spare today and not assigned.
Normally this solution does not need any action from Standards (3GPP, TISPAN)  but an action may be needed for SA1 for double check whether there is no specification needed as this solution will probably chosen by many European countries.

- Long term
A long term solution for E.164 number shortage for M2M is to only use of IPV6 addressing when no numbers are needed. But this solution requires a packet switched network and may need an upgrade of mobile operators’ networks. This long term solution will need actions in 3GPP standards.
There is a need for numbers/identifiers (e.g. SIP URIs) for MTC Device- MTC Device communications or other cases where there is Mobile Terminated communication to MTC Devices. 
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