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Background:

ETSI MSG considers that it is necessary to specify methods of invoking automatic and manual eCalls for cases where eCall capable UE/MEs and in-vehicle equipments (IVS) are sourced from different suppliers.

ETSI MSG understands that there are several possible ways that an IVS might signal a command to an eCall capable UE/ME to set up an emergency call and, at the same time, to set the applicable eCall ‘flag’ identifier (bit 6 or bit 7 in the Service Category Information Element). ETSI MSG and ETSI EMTEL have considered two suggested solutions; these being specification of 2 new short codes (to be stored in the USIM EFecc) to differentiate ‘manually initiated’ from ‘automatically initiated’ eCalls and other Teleservice 12 calls, and new AT commands to achieve the same result.  ETSI MSG recommends that 3GPP studies this issue in more depth and, subject to confirming the requirement, standardises the least complex / most reliable solution. 

ETSI MSG would like to highlight the need for care when specifying a solution so as to ensure both reliable eCall operation and the avoidance of harm to the network, including any adverse effect on existing emergency services.

Further information can be found in documents MSG(10)0010 and MSG(10)0011 contained herein.

Actions requested
3GPP SA1 is asked to confirm the requirement for invoking eCalls as described above.
3GPP CT1 is asked, subject to SA1 confirming the requirement, to find the most appropriate solution in Release-8 for invoking eCalls as described above.
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