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1
Introduction

This contribution aims to provide an overview of IP interconnect work done in other organisations and to provide some suggestions as to the scope of work 3GPP may pursue. Some of the items discussed here may have already been highlighted by GSMA in their reply LSs to SA1 on the same topic.
2
Discussion

Although GSMA generally takes care of inter-operator agreements and business requirements, with IP interconnect, GSMA along with the IPIA also take care of the technical implementation. There are a number of publicly available GSMA/IPIA documents that deal with the technical implementation of IPX in [1]. These are “living” documents and may have their contents updated in the future.
It is acknowledged that further specification work is needed in some areas where GSMA/IPIA specification is missing, for example:
· IPX Proxy functionality
· NGCN interconnect

However, the scope of work on these areas needs to be discussed and agreed upon with GSMA/IPIA.
3
Proposal

For any IPX-related normative work in SA1, the objective needs to be clear and specific to particular areas that do not overlap with GSMA/IPIA work e.g. those identified by GSMA as needing further standardisation work in their reply LSs.
It is recommended for 3GPP to not work on or duplicate functionality already defined by GSMA/IPIA. This is purely to avoid divergence of specification which in turn leads to non‑interoperable deployments, or else, 3GPP having to track changes to GSMA technical documentation in order to keep 3GPP specifications up-to-date and aligned.
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5
Background Information
Overview of IPIA activities is included in the file “IPIA Activities” attached in the zip file.
