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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG SA thanks ITU-T SG2 for their liaison statement (SP-090392 = ITU COM 2 – LS 8 – E) dated 24 March-2 April 2009, titled “Draft ITU-T Recommendation on Requirements for Land Mobile Alerting Broadcast Capabilities for Civic Purposes”.

As indicated by the earlier liaison statement to ITU-T SG2 from 3GPP TSG SA WG1, 3GPP has specified the requirements for a global Public Warning System which is based on the 3GPP broadcast technology. As further indicated by the earlier liaison statement to ITU-T SG2 from 3GPP TSG CT WG1, the allocation of the broadcast message identifiers for the Public Warning System is specified in 3GPP TS 23.041.

These liaison statements are re-attached for your convenience.

The key point of these liaison statements was to inform ITU-T SG2 that 3GPP already has a well-defined registration mechanism for broadcast message identifiers, which was inherited from GSM into the first 3GPP release in 1999.

As also indicated in the 3GPP TSG CT1 liaison, this mechanism is defined in 3GPP TS 23.041, and can be found at:

http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/html-info/23041.htm
3GPP TS 23.041 is separately published by the partner SDOs of 3GPP, and therefore may also be obtained from these bodies. 3GPP WG CT1 has responsibility for the maintenance of the above document. 

In addition to use by 3GPP, the 3GPP registration mechanism has also been used by GSMA for individual PLMN service use, as well as by ATIS WTSC/TIA TR45/TR45.8 for the Commercial Mobile Alerting System (CMAS), and by ARIB/TTC for their Earthquake and Tsunami Warning System (ETWS). TSG SA is aware that GSMA, GSMNA, ATIS WTSC, and TR45.8 have also already responded to ITU-T SG2, confirming their continued use of the 3GPP registration mechanism. The 3GPP registration mechanism allows allocation of additional identifiers and categories for any use, including identifiers for emergency alerting and for civic purposes, as required by ITU-T Study Group 2.

The governing bodies of SA WG1 and CT WG1, namely TSG SA and TSG CT, as well as the GSMA, have together discussed this latest reply from ITU-T SG2 and have serious concerns with the proposal from ITU-T that ITU-T be administrators for the allocation of identifiers for emergency alerting for civic purposes. Having two registration mechanisms in the industry will cause confusion, as well as result in possible overlap and inconsistencies of message identifiers. 

In order to ensure the continued harmonization of message identifiers across the industry, it is crucial that the single, global registration mechanism already in place within 3GPP be retained.

3GPP TSG SA and TSG CT would be happy to answer any questions ITU-T may have on the 3GPP registration mechanism, including guidance and assistance on how the ITU-T can work with 3GPP to add message categories and/or identifiers to the 3GPP registry for ITU-T purposes.

In summary, and in the best interest of the global industry, 3GPP will continue to retain sole responsibility for the allocation of broadcast message identifiers.

2. Actions:

To ITU-T Study Group 2:
ITU-T Study Group 2 is kindly requested to make use of the existing 3GPP registration mechanism for message identifiers.

Collectively, TSG SA, TSG CT, and GSMA strongly advise against the ITU-T generating their own administration for broadcast message identifiers, and instead use 3GPP’s mechanism, as already defined by CT1.
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