3GPP TSG-SA1 #42
S1-083037
Seoul, South Korea, 13 – 17 October 2008
Title:
Email discussion: Terminal Identification for Non-3GPP Access
Source:
Vodafone 
Contact:
Mona Mustapha


mona.mustapha@vodafone.com 

1
Introduction

An email discussion to decide what requirements are needed in order to identify non-3GPP terminals was held between SA1#41 and SA1#42, based on tdoc S1-082058.
2
Discussion summary
General

In general, companies seem to agree that requirements are needed to identify non-3GPP terminals. However, there was an objection raised which means that the proposed requirements could not be fully agreed in the email discussion.
Are non-3GPP terminal identifiers unique?
There were concerns raised on the uniqueness of terminal identifiers used in WiMAX and WLAN systems and whether this could be used effectively to block devices. This needs to be studied further.
Existing mechanism in WiMAX

It was also raised that WiMAX has its own existing mechanism to block WiMAX devices. This needs to be investigated to see whether it could be used in association with an EIR or whether it should be a separate mechanism.
Requirement is for MT

In the discussion, it was clarified that the requirement would apply for the MT rather than UE or TE. This is because it is the MT part of the UE that will be blocked, as the intention is to stop the UE from registering/gaining access to the network. This means that a data card will be blocked from accessing the network, but it will not block the laptop from being used. Blocking the laptop use is out of 3GPP scope.
Requirement for non-3GPP terminals?

The requirements are intended for the EPC rather than for the non-3GPP terminals. If it is agreed that the EPC needs to be able to block non-3GPP terminals, then other SDOs need to be made aware of the SA1 requirements and we need to collaborate with other SDOs to see how the requirements could be met.

Applicability of requirement: per operator, nationwide, ...?

It was commented that in order to increase the effectiveness of this mechanism, it needs to be implemented by as many operators as possible. This is not within 3GPP scope and should be discussed elsewhere. However, it should be noted that if there are operators that need to implement this functionality, requirements will be needed.
3
Way forward
As there was no concern expressed regarding 3GPP2 devices in the email discussion, it is also proposed to include 3GPP2 access networks in the requirement.

It is proposed that the requirement below is discussed and agreed:
The Evolved Packet System shall be capable of uniquely identifying each device that connects via 3GPP access networks and 3GPP2 access networks.

Regarding other non-3GPP access networks, we intend to study the existing functionality provided by WiMAX and whether this could be re-used by EPC or used in conjunction with EIR.
