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1.  Introduction

Inter-device service continuity is not being included as part of the Release 8 Service Continuity specification (TS 23.237).  It has been mentioned that a service requirement for inter-device service continuity has not been clearly defined (e.g. by 3GPP SA1), and will be desired for progressing service continuity architecture work in 3GPP SA2. 

This paper provides perspective on this issue, and encourages the timely establishment of desired requirements.

2.  Background Information

The current version of the Service aspects; Service principles specification, TS 22.101 (9.0.0) states the following:

22.3 Service Continuity
ICS shall support service continuity between different 3GPP access networks, subject to the constraints of the UE and access networks.
The service continuity shall include:

Basic services 
Non mid call services

Mid call services

Although specific requirements for inter-device service continuity may have ‘fallen through the cracks’ this is a desirable capability, and it has been articulated within SA1 at least since the All IP Network (AIPN) study in 2004.
For example, TR 22.978 v7.1.0 (2005-06) states in Section 5.1.1.5 Enhanced session management:

-
Session mobility: seamless mobility of sessions between terminals.

It should be possible to move sessions from one terminal (or a set of terminals) to another according to the preferences of the user e.g. automatically with minimum user involvement or based upon a specific user request/pre-determined user preference settings. 
Additionally, in Section 5.1.1.7 Enhanced services, it’s stated:

-
Provision of seamless services (e.g. transparent to access systems, adaptable to terminal capabilities, etc) 


Users should be able to move transparently and seamlessly between access systems and to move communication sessions between terminals.

TR 22.978’s Annex F provides Use Cases for Session Mobility, including the illustration of seamless mobility between terminals. 

3.  Current Industry Direction
With the emergence of IMS as a common foundation for converged service platforms (e.g. wireless/wireline; consumer/enterprise; communications /information /entertainment), the attractiveness of service continuity between devices becomes even more compelling. 
A high level perspective of an IMS based converged services offering being consistently provided to users across a variety of devices and access networks is shown by the following figure. Service continuity between devices is implied by this figure.
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Figure 1:  Converged Services Delivery Environment

4. Proposed Way Forward
Considering that use cases and requirements for inter-device service continuity have been considered in SA1 for at least 4 years, the most efficient way forward may be to 

· review the existing language in TR 22.978 related to Service Continuity requirements

· provide clarifications as a CR to 22.101 that expands upon the existing Service Continuity requirements to include inter-device service continuity
The requirements for inter-device service continuity will be proposed at the next meeting. An offline drafting session of interested parties within SA1 is proposed to prepare the requirements.
