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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank SA1 and CT4 for theirs LSs on "ODB barring categories for EPS". 
SA2 agree with CT4’s observation that due to the PS-only and always-on nature of Rel-8 EPS, the barring Packet Oriented Services would bar all services that a UE can receive from EPS, which means the UE cannot attach at all. In other words, barring Packet Oriented Services in EPS is equivalent to barring everything, including Attach procedures. So SA2 do not share SA1’s assumption, which seems to assume that there is still connectivity when PS services are barred. 

The “Barring of all packet oriented services” seems not meaningful barring category for handling by an MME as the same is accomplished by not downloading any subscriber data to the MME like for “roaming not allowed”. 

SA2 do not agree with CT4 that there would be a difference in applying ODB in UMTS since in UMTS the SGSN does not bar services other than IP access service, i.e. the SGSN cannot bar SMS over IP or IMS oriented services. Like the SGSN also the MME controls merely the IP access and therefore from SA2’s point of view it does not make any sense to define additional barring categories for the MME. 

However, it is SA2 opinion that ODB for EPS is an independent feature from the ODB for GERAN/UTRAN packet oriented services.

From the existing barring categories there remain just two that are yet to be enabled within the EPC:

· Barring of Packet Oriented Services from access points that are within the HPLMN whilst the subscriber is roaming in a VPLMN

· Barring of Packet Oriented Services from access points that are within the roamed to VPLMN

It should be noted that these barring categories are independent of an existing subscription parameter that allows for allocations of GGSN/P-GW from visited networks.

2. Actions:

To SA WG1:

SA2 kindly asks SA1 to answer whether a single ODB category is worth the efforts to specify and implement the overall functionality for ODB in MMEs?
To CT WG4:

SA2 kindly asks CT4 to take into account the above description but it also can be noted that SA1 answer as per the question above may impact/revert current assumption/agreement.
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