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Discussion & Proposal:

Some of the use cases in clause 5 of TR 22.812 V0.1.0 are somehow misleading and hard to distinguish from I-WLAN scenarios. In this contribution some questions are raised and some proposals given to clarify the use cases.

Clause 5.1, use case 1

“An operator has a commercial relationship with a 3rd party that has its own WiFi network that gives access to specialised content and services.”
The meaning of giving access is unclear. If a 3GPP system based access control is meant it would be an I-WLAN scenario 2 according to TR 22.934. So it is assumed that it is meant in the way that some relationship exists between the 3rd party and the operator but that the access to the WiFi network is independent of the access to the 3GPP network, i.e. has the WiFi network uses its own authentication and authorisation.

It is proposed to re-phrase the use case accordingly.

Clause 5.4, use case 4

“A customer would like to use a non-3GPP access type to continue to have 3GPP services if 3G coverage is lost but a 3rd party with its own access, with which the operator has a commercial relationship, is available.”

The meaning of non-3GPP access type in the context of access to 3GPP services is unclear. Some could argue that all access types except I-WLAN are non-3GPP access types although they may use I-WLAN mechanisms to access 3GPP services. In this sense an interworked WiMax access (i.e. a WiMax access which is connected to the 3GPP network using the I-WLAN architecture and mechanisms) would be a non-3GPP system.
However there is following statement in the scope of TS 23.234: “This specification is not limited to WLAN technologies. It is also valid for other IP based Access Networks that support the same capabilities towards the interworking system as WLAN does.” In this sense an interworked WiMax or any other IP access system would be a 3GPP access (scenario 3 in TR 22.934) and the first sentence in the use case would be self-contradicting. 
Regardless if an IP based access network that supports the interworking mechanisms to access 3GPP services is called a 3GPP system or not, clearly the specifications for I-WLAN apply to this access network and so do the network selection principles. Therefore this use case is already covered in other specifications. 
It is proposed to delete this use case.
Clause 5.5, use case 5

“A mechanism is needed to determine which non-3GPP RAT is used when the UE is within coverage of both and wishes to access 3G services.”

As this use case is about access to 3G services as well the same applies as for use case 4.
It is proposed to delete this use case.
Clause 5.6, use case 6

“An operator has its own WiFi network. The operator would like to give its customers access to this WiFi network…”

This is very similar to use case 1. Either it is a scenario 2 I-WLAN or a WiFi with independent authentication and authorisation. In the first case it is already covered in other specifications, in the latter case there is no additional value of this use case as the commercial ownership of the WiFi network has no relevance. 

It is proposed to delete this use case.
5.
Example Use Cases

5.1
Use Case 1

An operator has a commercial relationship with a 3rd party that has its own WiFi network that gives access to specialised content and services. The operator arranges with the 3rd party that his subscribers can access the WiFi network to complement its own products and services available over GSM/3G. Authentication and authorisation in the WiFi network is independent of authentication and authorisation in the 3GPP network.
The facility to set an operator (and user) defined preference for the selection of this WiFi network is required.

5.2

Use Case 2

A corporate customer needs frequent access to the company's data services. In the office it is preferred to use the company WiFi network for speed and convenience of data access; when away from the office, the customer will use 3G access to connect to the office data systems.

When in the office, there are many other WiFi hotspots in the surrounding area and they can also be seen by the user's device. Therefore, an easy method of identifying, and selecting (automatically or manually) the preferred WiFi access is required where it is available and the preferred operator 3G access otherwise. 

5.3

Use Case 3

A customer would like to use his home WiFi while in the house to access services and content over the Internet. While away from home, the customer would use public WiFi access points and/ or 3G for access to these services.

An easy method of selecting (automatically or manually) the home/ public WiFi network or 3G access according to availability is required.







 

