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IREG SIGNAL WP received the request from SA1 3GPP to consider the need for the notification from the UE in case of Steering of Roaming.

As mentioned in your LS, currently no requirement for a response from the UE towards the Home operator on being directed/requested to perform steering of roaming is existing. Thus, the Home operator cannot know the reason why the UE did not select the requested VPLMN.

If the UE does not move after the steering command has been issued this is for the following reasons:

a. The target network is not available or there is a fault on the target network.

b. The UE is in manual mode.

c. The handset is busy preventing him to reselect the PLMN when the steering command is received.

d. The steering command has not been received by the handset.

In case a and b, we don’t identify any benefit of having a notification stating why the handset has not selected the requested PLMN in the steering command because:

· The introduction of a feedback mechanism would complicate the SOR implementation.

· Implementing such UE responses would add a lot of complexity at high cost.

· Avoidance of additional traffic that networks have to support in order to help a foreign PLMN to de-register / steer a user from the own network.

To cope with case d, an acknowledgement of the steering command from the UE to the HPLMN to report that it has correctly received and understood it would allow the HPLMN to implement the necessary retry mechanisms in case a negative or no acknowledgment is received.

To cope with case c, it is propose to specify that the UE shall acknowledge the command and shall do a PLMN reselection of the target network when back in idle mode.

The figure below illustrates a successful redirection and shows when the handset shall acknowledge the command.

Actions: it is requested SA1 to respond to the proposal
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PLMN2 selection performed by the handset following SOR command reception
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The Steering of Roaming action is successful





InsertSubscriberData Response
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