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At this time, no regulations or mandates for Emergency Alert Services for wireless services have been issued by the United States Federal government, nor have any requirements been developed  However, there has been a significant amount of investigation and evaluation being conducted by various government entities including Congress, the FCC, and the Department of Homeland Security.

On June 26, 2006, President Bush issued an Executive Order on Public Alert and Warning System.  One provision of this Executive Order is that the Department of Homeland Security has to submit a plan by September 26th, 2006 outlining the implementation of the Public Alert and Warning System.  Note: A copy of this Executive Order was provided for informational purposes as contribution S1-060910 to the June 2006 SA1 PWS meeting in Lisbon.
Concurrent with the development of this report, the FCC has continued to seek comments and input from the wireless industry for the preparation of an appropriate wireless Emergency Alert Services mandate. The September 2006 meeting of the FCC Commissioners has been rescheduled from September 14th to September 26th.  There is a good probability that the FCC Commissioners will issue their EAS mandate on September 26th. 
It should be noted that the FCC EAS mandate will likely not include all of the requirements for the GSM/UMTS systems since the FCC EAS mandate has to be broad enough to cover all of the wireless technologies in use in the United States including W-CDMA, CDMA2000, and iDEN.  Joint government and wireless industry activities will be required to refine the specific requirements.  The SA1 PWS Technical Report can not be completed as a global standard until these specific United States requirements can be incorporated. It is not clear when these requirements will be developed.
There are also two bills in the United States Congress related to emergency alerts.  One bill is in the U.S. House of Representatives and the other is in the U.S. Senate.  Both bills are referred to as the WARN Act (Warning, Alert, and Response Network) and both bills have mention of wireless emergency alert services, although specific requirements are not detailed.  These two bills are similar but not identical.  Since this is an election year, it is anticipated that either one of these bills or a merged version of these two bills will be passed by the U.S. Congress prior to the national elections on November 7th.  


