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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA1 discussed on the steering of roaming and added the requirements to the TS22.011. Following are the agreed requirements. 

Steering to a specific VPLMN
It shall be possible for the HPLMN at any time to direct a UE, that is in automatic mode, to search for a specific VPLMN and, if it is available, move to that VPLMN as soon as possible.  This VPLMN shall then be regarded as the highest priority VPLMN as defined by the operator. This process shall be done transparently and without inconvenience to the user. 

If the UE is in manual mode, the steering request shall be ignored.

If the UE is registered on a VPLMN that is present on the User Controlled PLMN List, the steering request shall be ignored. 

The UE shall attempt to register on the specified VPLMN even if the specified VPLMN is present on a Forbidden List. 

This mechanism shall be available to the HPLMN even if the VPLMN the UE is registered on is compliant to an earlier release of the 3GPP specifications.
According to the current specification there is no requirement for a response from the UE towards the Home operator on being directed/requested to perform steering of roaming. Thus, the Home operator cannot know if the UE accepts the steering request or not, or the associated reason in the case of rejection. 
Some companies think that the HPLMN should be notified if the UE accepts the steering request. If the UE ignores or cannot accept the instructions from HPLMN, the UE shall, along with the response, provide the reason. 

3GPP SA1 agreed that the information from the GSMA IREG is necessary for the requirements. 

2. Actions:

To GSMA IREG.

ACTION: 3GPP SA1 asks GSMA IREG for their views on a need for the notification from the UE. 

3. Date of Next TSG-SA1 Meetings:
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