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Introduction

3G Americas (www.3gamericas.com) is an industry consortium of GSM operators and vendors in the Americas whose mission is to promote and facilitate the seamless deployment throughout the Americas of GSM and its evolution to 3G.  3G Americas is a Marketing Representation Partner (MRP) of 3GPP.
During 2005, 3G Americas undertook an effort to review Emergency Alert Services (EAS) in the United States and Canada.  The accompanying document is the 3G Americas viewpoint on Emergency Alert Services and is being presented to 3GPP SA1 for this consideration during the development of the Public Warning System (PWS) technical report.  Cingular Wireless is presenting this document on behalf of and with the permission of 3G Americas.

A PDF copy of the 3G Americas Viewpoint on Emergency Alert Services (EAS) document is accompanying this contribution.
Key Points from the 3G Americas Viewpoint Document
1. Existing EAS requirements for broadcast and cable service cannot easily be applied to the very different technical environment of mobile wireless networks. 

2. Initial studies suggest that there is no “one size fits all” solution for mobile wireless networks. 
3. Short-messaging service (SMS), Enhanced SMS, and Unstructured Supplementary Service Data technologies, for example, may eventually be useful for small-scale emergency notification on mobile wireless networks, but this depends on the nature of the EAS requirements. 
4. Initial studies of 11 possible technology solutions, suggest that cellular broadcast technologies (e.g., Cell Broadcast, Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service) may eventually provide the best solution for large-scale emergency notification on mobile wireless networks, but this depends on the nature of the EAS requirements. 

