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1. Introduction
This contribution proposes the introduction text for the SAE TS which is based on the work item description. 

2. Proposed text 

Introduction

To ensure competitiveness in a longer time frame, i.e. for the next 10 years and beyond, an evolution of the 3GPP access technology needs to be considered.

Also, the ability of the 3GPP system to cope with the rapid growth in IP data traffic, the packet-switched technology utilised within 3G mobile networks requires further enhancement. A continued evolution and optimisation of the system concept is also necessary in order to maintain a competitive edge in terms of both performance and cost.

Important parts of such a continued system evolution include 

· reduced latency, 

· higher user data rates, 

· Improved system capacity and coverage, and reduced overall cost for the operator. 

· Potential network and traffic cost reduction 

· Flexible accommodation and deployment of existing and new access technologies with mobility by a common IP-based network

