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1. Introduction

In SA1#31 meeting, document S1-060165 (LS from RAN2) was discussed regarding MBMS requirements for LTE. This document raised the question whether RAN2 should support CBS when designing LTE. 

In SA1 #31 draft report (version 0.6) some comments were recorded,  saying that CBS is not in use at all currently, and therefore supporting it in the future will not be required.

This document rejects this comment and brings additional information regarding current CBS usages.

2. CBS Usages

Although the long ramp up time of CB based services in the past, there are already many commercial services that utilize cell broadcast bearer across the world. All together there are over several dozens of millions of subscribers using CBS.
Example of CBS based services:

· Emergency mass alert systems, delivering location based real time messages in extremely short time to the entire user population. For example, such systems where used last year during the Tsunami in Sri-Lanka.

· Interactive broadcast services, providing the users information and service discovery capabilities. Currently there are more than 20 million subscribers that we know about which are using such services worldwide.

· Cell info, also called area broadcast or home zone in some cases, used in many places in the world. There are several reasons for operators to deploy such service: regulatory requirements, billing applications or other marketing reasons to provide value to the users through detail location mapping.

All the above services are still being deployed around the world, and therefore we expect that the usage of the CBS will keep growing in the following years  

3. Summary

Backward compatibility of existing services is valid reason to keep CBS as part of LTE in the design stage.

We kindly request SA1 to consider this input paper when taking decisions regarding the required support of CBS in LTE, and not to discard CBS in such early and preliminary stage of the work.

4. Proposal

It is proposed to ask RAN2 to take CBS into consideration while designing LTE.

