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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA1 has recently discussed the relationship between a proposed multiparty service and the existing conferencing simulation service (CONF).  Multiparty service was viewed as an analog to current circuit switched multi-way (3-way) calling service.  Conferencing service is sometimes perceived to imply the full-blown conferencing service with published bridge URIs and floor control, etc.  Multiparty service and full-blown conferencing are viewed as substantially different in terms of user interface complexity, network resource usage, and implementation complexity.  

Within SA1 it was felt desirable to be able to subscribe to a service similar to multiparty service.  It was not clear that full conferencing (such as meet-me services) should even be a simulation service.

a. Does the TISPAN CONF service covers both multiparty (3 or more-way calling) and the full-blown conferencing services with meet-me capability and floor control, etc.?

b. 3GPP felt that it was desirable to distinguish between these levels of functionality.  One option discussed was to treat multiparty as a separate simulation service.  Another option was to treat it as a subcategory of the CONF simulation service.  A third option was to rescope the CONF simulation service to only cover the multiparty functionality.  In any case, it was felt desirable to be able to subscribe to multiparty service without being subscribed to a full conferencing service.  Does TISPAN have a view on how this distinction is best documented?

c. If the TISPAN CONF service is functionally similar to the CS multiparty service, then the name seems confusing.  How can it be distinguished from the complete conferencing service?

d. If a multiparty service or subset is defined, then that definition must clarify additional behaviour for the services such as the maximum number of parties, how mixing of multimedia (e.g., video mixing, media sync) is defined, etc.  Does TISPAN have preferences on the behaviour of a multiparty service?

TISPAN should also be aware that SA1 has agreed to a study on the requirements associated with a full multimedia conference service.

3GPP desires to stay aligned with TISPAN in the definition of simulation services so would appreciate TISPAN’s views on how to accommodate these distinctions.

2. Actions:

To TISPAN WG1 group.

ACTION:  Please consider the above issues and provide feedback to 3GPP SA1
3. Date of Next TSG-SA1 Meetings:
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