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Action/Decision Requested:
EMTEL has been advised of the outcome of the joint 3GPP/MSG eCall meeting in Amsterdam (January 23rd 2006) and wishes to convey their concerns on 2 specific issues to ETSI MSG and 3GPP SA1 for their consideration possible onward communication.

1. Whether a SIM/USIM should be mandatory for eCall.

EMTEL has ongoing concerns over the desire expressed by some organisations at the 3GPP/MSG eCall joint meeting in Amsterdam to allow eCall equipment to make emergency calls without a SIM/USIM.

EMTEL notes that TS 22.297 Section 6.1.6 includes the following statement:-

‘3GPP have standardised protocols that enable emergency calls to be made with and without a SIM/USIM.  Whether or not a SIM/USIM is required for emergency calls (and the associated commercial issues) is a matter for local legislation/agreement.’

Whilst EMTEL understands how eCall equipment fitted to vehicles remaining in one particular country where SIMs/USIMs are not mandatory could be permitted to make emergency calls without a SIM/USIM, it is unclear to EMTEL how SIM/USIM-less eCall emergency calls would be handled in the case where such a vehicle is driven to a country where a SIM/USIM is mandatory for emergency calls.

Should SIM/USIM-less eCall equipment be developed and a mandatory SIM/USIM situation in certain countries continues to exist then it may be necessary to advise the vehicle occupants that eCall without a SIM/USIM is not supported in some countries. Unlike hand held phones that will make it apparent to the owner that a SIM/USIM-less conventional emergency call cannot be supported, eCall is expected to make an emergency call where the vehicle occupants may be unconscious. A warning could be provided by the vehicle to say “your SIM-less eCall service is no longer available”.

Additionally, were such a mechanism to be developed to allow eCall emergency calls to be made without a SIM/USIM in countries where a SIM/USIM is mandatory then it would be necessary to consider safeguards against misuse, and possible fraud, of non-eCall SIM-less mobile phones?

2. Transport technology 

EMTEL is aware that a In band modem solution and a USSD solution have been identified. EMTEL is concerned that whatever solution is adopted it, should be future proof and so if In band modems are to be used then it is highly desirable that a migratory path exists to encompass new technology such as VoIP so as to allow for example, modem technology based eCall equipment to continue to function for an indefinite period.

Whatever technology is finally chosen, EMTEL wishes to express the need for all specifications to be in the public domain and not proprietary.

