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Introduction

This contribution discusses the introduction of a common data service to the VGCS.

Proposal
There are several requirements for a VGCS data service that allow for immediate and quick distribution of data e.g., the requirement for listeners to inform the network that they are listening (S1-051002) and the requirement for listeners to send non-voice data to other group members (S1-050999); some other useful additions could be to send an acknowledgement that other members have received the data, and for a service subscriber to be able to check if other group members are listening, and the requirement for the network to alert group members who are currently not listening (e.g., alerting the dispatcher). 
These requirements can be fulfilled either by individual data services or a common data service. Since these requirements seem to have some commonality, it would be useful to consider defining a common data service with the following characteristics: 
· A small amount of data is needed to be sent/received in the region of a few bytes.

· Should be sent and received within a short time period (500ms)

· Should be of a generic nature to allow flexible use of this service by end-user applications.

· All members of group call including dispatchers and network nodes must be able to send data at any time.
Nortel believes that rather than addressing each requirement individually a new data service should be created which allows flexible usage. This could be seen as analogous to a UUS3/USSD type services for group calls. 
Recommendation
Discuss and agree. 
