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ETSI TC MSG has reviewed the attached letter from the European Commission Information Society Director on Disaster notification using Cell Broadcast Channels.

This letter request the provision of a specification defining the detailed measures to be taken so that the CBCH can be used for early notification of users of a potential danger that may be faced in specific geographical area.

These measures range from the automatic activation of the decoding of the CBCH without human intervention when such a category of message is announced to be emitted to the definition of such a category of messages.

ETSI TC MSG would like to inform 3GPP TSG SA WG1 that such an issue is currently under discussion within ETSI in between SC EMTEL and TC MSG in order to identify the requirements within ETSI SC EMTEL and look at the technical feasibility within ETSI TC MSG.

In addition TC MSG would like to inform SC EMTEL of the preliminary drawbacks so far identified with the current requested solution:

It is well known that the use of CBCH will decrease potentially the Circuit Paging capacity in GSM networks. It is also well known that Dual mode User Equipment GSM/UMTS will not receive this message while being connected to the 3G networks and that in certain mode of operation for GSM the GPRS connection will also prevent the user equipment of receiving such a notification.

In addition, the fact that the CBCH is composed of four blocks repeated cyclically to take into account the DRX mode will also have an impact on the use of multi-lingual capability and potential new User Equipment entry in the broadcast area.

Last but nor least the battery life time will decrease drastically as a result of the permanent reception of the CBCH when DRX is switched off.  

