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1. Introduction

SA4 would like to thank GERAN2 for their LS on bit rate/delay requirements in the GERAN for an MBMS session (GP-050374). SA4 has discussed the LS and would like to give the following feedback. 

The SA4 delivery methods (i.e. streaming and download & play) are independent from the underlying bearer class. SA4 is assuming, that the default bearer class for the streaming and download delivery methods is the streaming bearer class.

The SA4 download delivery method can also operate on MBMS bearer services with background bearer class. In such a case SA4 assumes that the BSS adapts the packets stream to the available resources by discarding packets as suggested in TS 23.246 clause 6.3, although this will likely lead to an overall higher radio resource consumption when different cells have significantly different overall packet discard rates. 

… For background class, the RAN may continue to distribute data in congestion conditions but at potentially high packet loss rates, therefore the MBMS user service will have to provide sufficient redundancy within the data to be able to cope with the high packet loss….

SA4 does not assume, that the RAN should apply buffering schemes to MBMS traffic flows. Therefore, SA4 does not see a need for flow-control on the Gb interface.

SA4 thinks, that the final decision on recommending the use of the streaming bearer class for all SA4 delivery methods or even the removal of the background bearer class from 23.246 is not in scope of SA4. 

2. Actions:

To GERAN2 group.

ACTION: 


SA4 kindly asks GERAN2 to take the above information on the traffic-conditioning scheme into account.
To SA2 group.

ACTION: 


SA4 kindly asks SA2 to take the previous request from GERAN2 into account when deciding the UMTS QoS traffic class to associate to an MBMS service that has to be provided over the GERAN.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA4 Meetings:

SA4#36
5th September – 9th September 2005
TBD

