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7.21
Short Message Service (SMS)

Subject to capabilities of the UE and the serving network, it shall be possible for the talking service subscriber or dispatcher in a voice group call as well as for other initiators of short messages that are not part of the voice group call to send short messages to the  group call – addressed by the group ID respectively the group call reference - for which delivery will be attempted only one time i.e. there is no re-try mechanism for short messages to group calls. 

Note:
It is not required that listeners in a voice group call are able to send short messages. 

It shall be possible for the VGCS service provider to configure the short message service to a particular group in such a way that short messages to non established groups are either supported or not supported. If supported then the message shall be delivered immediately with a single attempt as for short messages to established groups.

A receipt confirmation, containing the group call reference of the voice group, may be returned to the sender of the short message. However no receipt confirmation shall be returned by individual members of the voice group.

Optionally the VGCS may trigger an SMS being sent back to the sender, containing information as to whether or not the group call was established at time of sending.

Subject to capabilities of the UE, service subscribers who have activated the group ID, are currently in the group call area and active (listening or talking) in the group call shall be able to receive the content of short messages sent to the group call. 

Note: 
It is not required that subscribers being outside of the group call area or being in idle mode will receive short messages addressed to particular group call reference.  

Subject to capabilities of the UE and the serving network, dispatchers who are connected to the group call, or in the case of a non established group call have been registered to the group call reference, shall be able to receive the content of short messages sent to the group call.

The terminal shall treat the received content in the same way as if it would have been received by the normal SMS mechanism.

Support of Short Message Service is optional in VGCS.
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