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Reason for this document

This Liaison Statement is sent in order to establish a formal link between the two activities regarding the proposal to SA1 for the redefinition of VT as a teleservice. We understand that the scope and ToR of both SA1 and the GSMA VTIOP project are sufficiently close to begin a useful dialogue.

Overview of VTIOP

The VTIOP project is currently (March 2005) in its closing stages. Although the project is not yet complete and final deliverables have yet to be issued, it will deliver:

· A set of inter-operability, inter-working and user experience recommendations for CS VT.

· Interoperability, inter-working and user experience recommendations for calling between CS mobile and non-mobile IP based video telephony systems.

· A roadmap that shows how IP-based person-To-person video telephony will evolve within a fully IP-based environment.

For consideration by SA1

The work of VTIOP has been based on Video Telephony as a Bearer Service. If Video Telephony is defined as a Teleservice work (particularly given the Service Aspects mentioned in the WID), then it will have an effect on the way services are implemented by operators. 

We note that some of use cases studied (based on Supplementary Services functionality) by the VTIOP team were unable to be implemented as VT was defined as a Bearer Service. We believe therefore that the rationale for defining VT as a teleservice is sound.

As with any GSMA Project/ Working Group, it is important to keep closely aligned with the relevant work going on in 3GPP, and now that commercial VT services have been deployed, backward compatibility is essential and this work must not negatively impact such existing services. 

Regarding the teleservice proposal in the recent WID to SA1, there are several areas that VTIOP has explored. For example, when treating VT as a pure teleservice, the VTIOP project has already defined its views in many areas including: 

· Preferred fallback method for missing LLC information.

· Permissible skew upon deposit of a video mail.

· Requirements upon transit carriers to support VT interoperability.

· Preferred methods for VT call failure management.

Further, there is an opportunity that the use-case work done in GSMA will prove useful when capturing requirements in SA1 - several delegates have spoken of the requirement for a gap-analysis.
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