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IREG thanks SA1 for their liaison statement and attached explanatory document (ref S1-040691).  

You asked us to respond to 3 specific questions concerning GPRS roaming selection. We respond as follows:

1. Are operators prepared to have at least one entry in the Preferred PLMN list for each country in which they have a GPRS Roaming partner? 

IREG answer: We do not think that this is a long-term practical solution because of the limited space in the SIM/USIM, which is shared with other applications. We understand that the practical limitation is about 85 entries for a SIM and could be lower for a USIM. It would not be easy to increase this number without affecting other applications on the card and the operation of the mobile device. We believe that the best that can be done is for operators to use this technique for their most visited destinations. In any case, we cannot dictate to operators how they want to use the Preferred List.
2. Are operators prepared to have only operators with whom they have GPRS roaming included in the preferred PLMN list? 

IREG answer: As above, we cannot dictate to operators how they use the Preferred List. In the longer term, however, it is likely that as the number of GPRS roaming agreements increases, the entries in the Preferred List will include mostly or uniquely networks with GPRS roaming. 


3. SA1 would also appreciate if GSMA could indicate whether the problem identified above is a short term transitory issue or if the problem is likely to persist? Ideally SA1 would like to know the time frame over which this situation will continue so that it can assess if additional standardisation is appropriate to address this issue.

IREG answer: We believe that the problem you describe cannot be solved by the above proposed use of the Preferred List as this has space limitations and can be used only for a limited number of roaming destinations. 
IREG also discussed the document that was presented to the 3GPP SA meeting (S1-040845). This highlights a number of problems that can deny a user GPRS access while roaming. Our comments on the bulleted points raised are:
· Where technical problems on the preferred network prevent the use of GPRS, it would be better for the mobile device to select and stay on a network with GPRS roaming, if the user’s primary requirement is for GPRS connectivity.

· Where there is no preferred network in the roamed-to country and the user's primary requirement is for GPRS connectivity, it would be better for the mobile device to select and stay on a network with GPRS roaming.

· The case where the user attaches to a network without GPRS roaming because of coverage problems does not need a technical solution as the user will be transferred back to the preferred network by the periodic background scan.

In summary, IREG requests that for the roaming case the network selection mechanism should be improved to ensure that, where GPRS is the prime requirement of the user, a network with GPRS capability is selected if the preferred network cannot provide GPRS capability for whatever reason. 

In general we believe that the customer experience of using GPRS while roaming needs to be improved and that manual intervention by the customer is undesirable.

