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1. Overall Description

SA1 thanks GERAN1 for the information provided in document S1-040735 about the progress being made on the work on Generic Access to A/Gb.

SA1 believe that there may be potential interaction between GAN and on going specification work for Release 7 (e.g I-WLAN, AIPN). SA1 will continue to work on related system and service aspects to assess the impact of introduction of GAN from an overall perspective.

In the meantime, SA1 identified some aspects that would need to be clarified by GERAN (see following questions in section 2.)

TSG SA1 assumes the following:

- Generic Access solution will not interfere or prevent solutions of WLAN-IW beyond scenario 3. 

- GAN is aimed at extending coverage of GSM and GPRS services through generic access, with primary goal of providing CS based services.
 2. Discussion Items

Generic Access Independence

It is understood that GAN allows access to GSM/GPRS services through alternative access technologies. In terms of requirement, it introduces the capability of service access independence. In SA1 specifications, access independence concept has only been introduced for IMS services.

Generic Access over Iu

The issue of support of Generic Access over Iu interface was raised as well. TSG SA1 does not see any reason why this feature would not be valuable over Iu. Companies will investigate further this matter, and this may lead to creation of work items in appropriate groups.

Furthermore, TSG SA1 would like GERAN to clarify the  following two issues:

a. Roaming 

In the case where operator A deploys the Generic Access to A/Gb solution in its network and if operator B deploys the I-WLAN solution (with associated compatible terminals), then in case where subscribers from A are roaming into B network or subscriber from B roaming into A network, can they still both access to their services transparently when under WLAN coverage. 

b. Mobility Management

3GPP SA1 is working on a Central Mobility Manager through AIPN work that will handle the mobility of the terminal between various access technologies supported by 3GPP systems in the context of an All-IP Network. 3GPP SA1 would like GERAN to confirm that GSM-based mobility management involved in Generic Access to A/Gb combined with an IP-level mobility management would not cause any problem while moving from different access technologies.

3. Actions

To GERAN, GERAN1

ACTION: 
TSG GERAN and GERAN1 are kindly asked to answer to SA1 questions.

