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1. Discussion

The introduction of AIPN might have an impact on current service models. The text below is proposed to be introduced into subclause 4.2.3.  

4.2.3

Impacts to current service models
Even if the 3GPP system already today through the PS domain allows the flexibility of IP based services, the introduction of AIPN may bring the model for how services are developed and provisioned one step further. The current model for how new services are introduced into 3GPP systems, often comprising standardisation within 3GPP, followed by development by vendors and deployment by mobile operators, is rather cumbersome and has difficulties in quickly responding to changing market trends. Whilst also maintaining the traditional aspects of the 3GPP service model, it should be important to leverage new possibilities for service provisioning the introduction of an AIPN may enable. 

There is a potential demand for an extremely wide variety of mobile services. To meet this demand new models for service provisioning are essential. An interesting comparison is the evolution of software applications within the computer industry. Only two decades ago software applications were limited in variety and cost was high. The emergence of a few de facto standards for software application environment propelled an unparalleled explosion of all thinkable and unthinkable kinds of software applications. The economy of scale has also made it possible for them to be provided at a much lower cost level. 

The introduction of AIPN can similarly be an enabling factor for developing new models for easier, more flexible and more cost efficient introduction of mobile services. Today there exist several good examples where simplified service models have brought forward a wide variety of mobile services. But to meet the potential demand of mobile services, service models must continue to be developed. Most likely the broadest range of mobile services will be possible when responsibility for service provisioning is opened for third party service providers. Using policy and control frameworks, applying flow based charging concepts, establishing the IMS framework, and providing different sorts of open interfaces, will be important tools for mobile operators to control how third party providers can provide their services. Changed business models must go hand in hand with this to give all parties incentive to put efforts into it. Like within the software application domain, it is by releasing the innovative force of a larger group of creative people and companies that we can meet the demand for mobile services the next coming decades.

Different service models do also need to exist for different categories of mobile services. Person-to-content, person-to-person, and machine-to-machine type of services should for example require different service models to enable faster, more flexible and more cost efficient service provisioning.

The work within 3GPP will allow an evolution of the 3GPP system to enable these more advanced service models and to keep mobile operators in control at their selected level. 

2. Proposal

Ericsson proposes to include the text above in TR 22.978.
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