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Introduction

SA1 have been discussing issues related to network selection and the user experience for a GPRS subscriber when roaming. In particular attention has been drawn to the situation where the current network selection procedure can lead to a roaming UE selecting a network with which the HPLMN does not have a GPRS roaming agreement, even though there is a network available in the “roamed to” country with GPRS roaming agreement in place.

SA1 understands that under current procedures the only option available to the user in that situation would be to ascertain the name of the operator in the visited country with whom their PLMN has GPRS roaming and make use of the manual network selection procedure. It is understood that this approach is not suitable for most users who are likely to find this unduly complex.

Discussion

Having identified the risk that the UE may select a network in accordance with TS22.011 with which the HMPLN does not have a GPRS Roaming agreement, SA1 agreed a new Work Item on Network Selection Enhancements to develop solutions to address this problem.  However at TSG SA#24 the Work Item was rejected on the basis that an existing standardised mechanism, the Operator Controlled Preferred PLMN List, could be used to address the problem.

The attached document (S1-040614) document examines the issue further to identify if use the Preferred PLMN provides an adequate solution to this problem.

Actions

In order to assess whether the existing mechanism (the operator controlled Preferred PLMN list) can provide an adequate solution to the problem identified SA1 ask the following questions:
1. Are operators prepared to have at least one entry in the Preferred PLMN list for each country in which they have a GPRS Roaming partner? 


2. Are operators prepared to have only operators with whom they have GPRS roaming included in the preferred PLMN list? 


3. SA1 would also appreciate if GSMA could indicate whether the problem identified above is a short term transitory issue or if the problem is likely to persist? Ideally SA1 would like to know the time frame over which this situation will continue so that it can assess if additional standardisation is appropriate to address this issue.
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