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4
General description

The growth of public WLANs provides an opportunity for appropriately-equipped UEs to access HPLMNs and VPLMNs via the WLANs. As shown in Figure 1, the WLANs that provides this functionality are referred to as I-WLANs. The I-WLANs (represented by WLAN 1 through WLAN 3) are connected to PLMNs, enabling UEs to access 3GPP services on HPLMNs and VPLMNs. Services provided by WLANs directly to UEs that do not involve PLMNs are outside the scope of this specification. The solid lines identify elements that are within the 3GPP scope and the dashed lines identify elements which are not specified by 3GPP.

;
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Figure 1: WLAN-3GPP system block diagram

Network selection shall ensure that the user is connected to the highest priority PLMN when the HPLMN is not available. As a consequence the preference of an I-WLAN and connected PLMN may change from one country to another, even when the I-WLAN identity is unchanged. 

Only UEs with WLAN capability are within the scope of this specification.

It is expected that the UEs with both WLAN and 3GPP radio access network capability will exist. 
The access to the WLAN (as shown by the dashed line) is covered by specifications outside of 3GPP. Thus UEs must conform to those specifications to access the WLAN and to the 3GPP specifications in order to obtain 3GPP services from PLMNs through I‑WLANs. The UE will have access to 3GPP services when its registration is confirmed by its HPLMN.

Note: Detailed background information is provided in clause 4 of [2].

[Note that the present Figure 1 is changed to Figure 2, when this section is added to the spec.]
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