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Introduction 

The current specifications do not reflect any requirements for the support of specific smart card release. Generally the lifetime of the UICC is higher than the lifetime of the UE. Therefore the number of legacy UICC will be rather high at the time MBMS will be available at the network and at the UE. 
As MBMS is seen as a kind of mass-market product and the introduction only makes sense, if there is a significant number of users capable of receiving MBMS, the service should not be limited to the users owning a new UICCs. UEs can  easily be purchased via Internet, second hand or even from other countries, where the cheapest price is the highest priority for the user. Distribution of UICC is only limited to operators and a change will not happen as often as UE change.

Proposal

In order to make MBMS available to all the subscribers of an operator  regardless of the smart cart  the user possesses   we propose that SA1 agrees to the following requirement to be added in section 5.3 of TS 22.146 under the heading ‘Availability’.
MBMS shall be accessible independently of the smart card being used in UE i.e. pre-release 6 UICC.

