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1
Introduction

MBMS promises to offer a wide range of user services to customers in R6 of the 3GPP specifications.  These will be delivered using the MBMS bearer service as broadcast sessions and are expected to encompass both download and streaming sessions. For GERAN connected UEs to receive these sessions they must be connected to the MBMS bearer service. Multiple sessions may be made available over each bearer though the QoS parameters are defined at bearer level and thus applicable to all sessions in a single bearer.

GERAN 2 have asked for clarification on the capabilities that GERAN needs to provide in order to support MBMS. In the interim they are working under assumption that, as early UE capability do not allow simultaneous connections to multiple MBMS bearers, only one MBMS service bearer be available at any time in each broadcast or multicast area. If an operator is to provide simultaneous streaming and download sessions within a broadcast or multicast area, one possible implication is that all sessions within this area will be forced to utilise the same QoS parameters, potentially being wasteful of resources or causing a degradation in service quality.

To avoid this it is proposed that SA1 make explicit the requirement for a minimum of two simultaneous bearers available in each broadcast and each multicast area. This will allow for simultaneous download and streaming services within broadcast or multicast areas with independent QoS parameters.

2 Use case

User A subscribes to two services a download service and a rail information service. As user A travels to the train station he downloads the latest news to read while she’s on the train. On arriving at the station he receives a service notification indicating that streamed live rail information is being broadcast on the other channel. He switches channel and his rail information service tells her when the next train will arrive, whether it has been delayed and if there are any platform changes. Upon taking her seat on the train he switches to another download service that provides tourist information at his destination.

3 Proposal

That SA1 communicate this requirement to GERAN 2.
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