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Discussion

During the recent MBMS joint meeting, several issues were raised with regards to a UEs ability to receive multiple MBMS sessions in parallel. Two cases were outlined:

· An MBMS user service needs to send data over two separate MBMS bearers, in parallel. This is specifically important for services providing two types of media components at the same time (e.g. text and video, audio and video) where each media component has distinct QoS requirements.

· Two MBMS sessions are taking place where each session belongs to a different MBMS user service.

Taking into consideration radio system characteristics together with UE capabilities it seems that while the first case is feasible, the second case requires some sort of prioritisation mechanisms when selecting which service to receiver.

Proposal

It is proposed to add the following text to TS 22.246 in order to clarify expected behaviour for the scenarios detailed above:

- MBMS user services

An MBMS user service may make use of different MBMS bearers at different times or in parallel. The MBMS bearers used may vary for instance in QoS parameters or target broadcast or multicast area. A UE subscribed to a service shall be able to receive the MBMS user service data on one or more MBMS bearers in parallel.

A specific UE can activate more than one MBMS service for reception. For cases where multiple MBMS sessions are held in parallel for different MBMS user services, a UE may not be able to receive both sessions at the same time. The UE shall be able to associate a predefined reception priority to each MBMS user service so that when multiple transmissions are held, the UE can select the session with the higher priority. MBMS user service reception priority may be set by the user or the operator.





























