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1. Overall Description:

EP SCP thanks GSMA SCAG for the guidance they provided to the Advanced UICC Communication Work Item. The latest LS describing use cases for an enhanced communication protocol has just been received and will soon be considered by the working group.

It is the intention of EP SCP to include improvements to the interface for release 6, however the decision on which improvements will be included will depend on the decisions of ISO/IEC JTC1 SC17 WG4, who is going to meet at the end of September to discuss revisions to its ISO/IEC 7816-3 Standard. These enhancements will be in line with one of the following technical proposals:

· Do not change the ISO interface, but define new speed factors. This would require for some parameters a need for a PLL (clock multiplier) on the card side to respect the oversampling imposed by the ISO interface.

· Allow for a clock synchronized version of the ISO interface: Assuming that the data transmission is synchronous to the clock would allow the definition of higher speed factors with less or no oversampling compared to the current ISO standard.

· Port the T=0 and/or T=1 protocol to a standard synchronous interface, to facilitate the reuse of existing hardware cells from chip manufacturers. This would involve the redefinition of C6 as an additional clock dedicated to the synchronous interface.

Either solution could push the interface throughput above 1Mbit/s at current clock speed. Further speed improvements will only be achievable by more drastic changes to the interface (such as moving to a new protocol), so they will require a smooth migration path and will not appear immediately.

A presentation will be made at the next EP SCP Plenary meeting to reflect the latest developments. It is intended that interface enhancements will be proposed as optional by EP SCP, and that it will be up to the application groups such as 3GPP T3 to decide whether they want to mandate such features.

EP SCP is looking forward to a continued fruitful cooperation with GSMA SCAG on the issue.

2. Actions:

To GSMA SCAG.

ACTION: 
None, but further feedback and guidance on the progress of the work item will be welcome.

3. Date of Next EP SCP /WG1 Meetings:

EP SCP Meeting #14 

3-5 December 2003
TBD, U.K.

