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1.

Introduction
The Priority Service is standardised based on the eMLPP service, i.e. the existing eMLPP specifications are enhanced to support the Priority Service requirements. 

There are some interactions between the eMLPP and the Priority Service where the North American Priority Service requirements states a specific handling. In order to limit the number of options in the specifications it would be beneficial to state these as general requirements for the Priority Service. 

If, however, the same handling is not considered to be appropriate for the Priority Service outside of North America this would have to be stated as North American regional requirements only. 

The eMLPP vs Priority Service interactions in question are described below. 

2. User requested priority level

An eMLPP user is assigned a maximum priority level and a (lower) default priority level. The eMLPP user can choose, at call set-up, to a) request a priority level up to and including the maximum assigned priority level or b) not request any priority level in which case the network automatically assigns the default priority level to the call.  

The North American Priority Service is specified such that a Priority Service user is assigned a specific priority level. The Priority Service user can choose, at call set-up, to request a) a Priority Service call which will be given that assigned priority level or b) a normal call with no priority. This means that Priority Service users are able to invoke only their assigned priority level.

Proposal: We propose that it is specified as a general requirement that Priority Service users are able to invoke only their assigned priority level. 

3. User requested priority level

The North American Priority Service is specified such that a Priority Service call is invoked by dialling *SC+DN where SC is the Priority Service specific service code and DN is the directory number. It is also specified that it shall be possible to use any terminal to set up a Priority Service call. 

In case a Priority Service subscriber would use an eMLPP capable terminal it is specified that a Priority Service call attempt overrides any eMLPP priority levels received from such an eMLPP capable terminal. If a Priority Service user has an eMLPP capable terminal and attempts to use an eMLPP priority level in addition to Priority Service *SC+DN dialling, the eMLPP priority level request is ignored by the network.

Proposal: We propose that this requirement, that a Priority Service call attempt overrides any eMLPP priority levels received from eMLPP capable terminals, is specified as a general requirement for the Priority Service. 
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