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First change:

1
Scope

The present document defines the principal purpose and use of International Mobile station Equipment Identities (IMEI).

3GPP TS 23.003 describes the technical manner of numbering, addressing and identification.

1.1
References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.

· References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or non‑specific.

· For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

· For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies.  In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.

[1]
3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications".

[2]
3GPP TS 23.003: "Numbering, addressing and identification".

[3]
ISO/IEC 7812 (1989): "Identification cards - Numbering system and registration procedure for issuer identifiers".
[4]
3GPP TS 23.195: “Provision of UE Specific Behaviour Information to Network Entities”
1.2
Definitions and abbreviations

In addition to the following, abbreviations used in the present document are listed in 3GPP TS 21.905.

International Mobile Station Equipment Identity (IMEI) : An "International Mobile Station Equipment Identity" is a unique number which shall be allocated to each individual mobile station equipment  in the PLMN and shall be unconditionally implemented by the MS manufacturer.
Second change:

2
General

An MS can only be operated if a valid "International Mobile Subscriber Identity" (IMSI) is present. An IMSI is primarily intended for obtaining information on the use of the PLMN by subscribers for individual charging purposes.

Besides the IMSI, the implementation of IMEI is found necessary in order to obtain knowledge about the presence of specific mobile station equipment in the network, disregarding whatever subscribers are making use of these equipments.   

The main objective is to be able to take measures against the use of stolen equipment or against equipment of which the use in the PLMN can not or no longer be tolerated for technical reasons. The IMEI, together with the Software Version Number (SVN), may also provide UE specific behaviour information to network entities as described in 3GPP TS 23.195 [4].
The IMEI is incorporated in an UE module which is contained within the UE. The IMEI shall not be changed after the ME’s final production process. It shall resist tampering, i.e. manipulation and change, by any means (e.g. physical, electrical and software).

NOTE:
This requirement is valid for new GSM MEs type approved after 1st June 2002. However, this requirement is applicable to all 3GPP system compatible UEs  from start of production.

This implementation of each individual module should be carried out by the manufacturer who is also responsible for ascertaining that each IMEI is unique and keeping detailed records of produced and delivered MS.

3
Composition of IMEI

The composition of the IMEI shall be such that each individual mobile station equipment can be separately identified.

Information is contained in the IMEI by which the PLMN, after requesting it, can immediately decide whether or not to accept calls made by means of this equipment.

Secondly, the IMEI shall directly or indirectly contain all information which is necessary for the network operator to make relations through its administrative system to trace the equipment to its origin of production. 3GPP TS 23.003 [2] describes the structure of the IMEI in detail.

The IMEI is complemented by a check digit. The check digit is not part of the digits transmitted at IMEI check occasions, as described below. The Check Digit shall avoid manual transmission errors, e.g. when customers register stolen MEs at the operators customer care desk. 

NOTE:
The Check Digit is not applied to the Software Version Number.
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