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High Level Document Summary: 

Liaison statement to 3GPP SA1 on the SAT/USAT cleanup compromise
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1. Overall Description:

SCaG would like to thank SA1 for their reply on the SCaG concerns raised on the SAT/USAT clean-up activity (S1-030468).

On the face of it, the compromise, changing the “user shall” to the “user may” be able to switch on/off the SAT/USAT execution environment, seems reasonable.  However, the handsets manufacturers need not change anything and will still remain compliant with the compromise.  Therefore, the original operator problem remains.

SCaG considers the SIM/USIM as a network element that includes the SAT/USAT execution environment.  Therefore it is under the full control of the Operator.  The Operator has responsibility for insuring that any services using automatic calls (setup call, send SMS or USSD) which result in a charge are either preceded by charge information to the user or by contractual arrangement with the subscriber. 

There are numerous service scenarios where associated applications hide complexity from the users that will confuse them if they are always asked for confirmation, e.g. zero charge SMS traffic for data management. These scenarios already have been deployed by many operators.

To summarise, the control of chargeable events is application dependent under the administration of the Operator.  The user is not damaged by any hidden charges as this will eventually harm the operator customer relationship.

2. Actions:

To 3GPP SA1:


SCaG would appreciate that 3GPP SA1 modify requirements to support the above requirement.

3. Date of Next SCaG Meetings:

17-19 September 2003 Los Angeles
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