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1. Introduction

Based on the discussion within a preceding contribution (S1-030608) this document proposes changes to Chapter 4 of TR 22.800.
2. Discussion

Based on the discussion presented in a preceding contribution (S1-03608) it is felt that it is not the role of SA1 to discuss the scope of 3GPP and as such this issues should not mentioned explicitly within TR 22.800 but provided in a manner that appropriately summarises the current situation.
3. Proposal

Based on the arguments presented above this contribution proposes the following changes to Chapter 4 of TR 22.800.

4
General Aspects

4.1
Modularity of the 3GPP system 

Since the days of GSM many operators have selected more that one vendor to provide network elements to their network. The 3GPP system has always been designed modular and flexible, allowing operators to chose among different vendors and manufactures to implement various configurations based on 3GPP system specifications. 
4.2 UICC platform

3GPP release 99 introduced the UICC, a smart card platform that can contain several applications. From the 3GPP point of view the most important are the USIM and SIM applications. The USIM is designed for UTRAN access, but can also be used for GERAN access. The UICC design allows several USIM applications to be stored on the same UICC, but due to architectural reasons and UE capabilities, only one of the USIMs can be active at any given time. 

In general the 3GPP specifications do not have any position on commercial scenarios, e.g. ownership of the UICC is not specified by the 3GPP. In practise, the UICC is understood to be owned by the network operator, who thus has control over all applications installed on the UICC. However the specifications do not prohibit other scenarios. 

For Rel 5, the 3GPP has developed and specified the IMS as a means to provide IP multimedia based services. Part of the development includes a UICC application to be used for access to IMS, i.e. the ISIM application. 

4.3
IMS access independence

For release 5 3GPP agreed on the requirements for a UICC application – the ISIM, which sufficiently provides the necessary security mechanisms for accessing the IMS domain. There are two requirements, which are release 5 specific. In [2] it is stated: "In Rel5 the ISIM application shall require the presence of a USIM application on the same UICC." Further [3] states: "In R5 the ISIM application shall require the presence of a USIM application on the same UICC. This shall not preclude the possibility in later releases of having an ISIM in a UICC that does not contain a USIM."  In release 5 these two specific requirements are satisfied by the fact that the only way of accessing the IMS domain is through the GPRS access (architectural limitations). There is no explicit mechanism developed for checking the existence of a USIM on the UICC in case there were an ISIM on the same UICC. 

Access independence of the IMS was not included in Rel 5. SA2 decided to postpone the Access Independence, in order to complete Release 5 in timely manner, thus only GPRS access is supported for IMS, and thus service requirement was removed from Rel 5  [3]. 

In Rel 6 Access independence is assumed to mean the ability for the subscribers to access their IP Multimedia services over any access network capable of providing IP-connectivity, e.g via:

· 3GPP (UTRAN, GERAN)

· Non 3GPP accesses with specified interworking (e.g. W-LAN with 3GPP interworking)

· Other non 3GPP accesses (e.g. xDSL, PSTN, satellite, WLAN without 3GPP interworking)

A remaining issue is whether an actor (e.g. a company) can assume the role of IMS Operator only, without having a 3GPP access operator role, too. The ISIM requirements are associated with this issue. 

Note:
3GPP should not place requirements, which would prohibit the possibility to use non-3GPP defined access for IMS and no IMS related requirements should be created that impact systems or parts of a system not specified by 3GPP. If the above criteria are fulfilled it is possible for requirements to be applied to 3GPP core networks(s) that allow support for other types of access capable of providing different forms of connectivity.  For example IP-connectivity provided by e.g. LAN, xDSL, WLAN.



3GPP


