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1. Introduction

The study of IMS Subscription and Access Scenarios within TR 22.800 has generated a considerable discussion within both SA1 and at TSG SA. At present 14 scenarios have been described and analysed in considerable depth. This contribution proposes some working assumptions and a basis for drawing conclusions from this study.
2. Discussion

One of the main issues that have been raised regarding the production of the conclusions of TR 22.800 has been the question of what is within and what is not within the scope of 3GPP.  This issue has been raised at TSG SA and the result of discussions at this level during SA#19 was summarised by the SA Chair as follows (taken from SA_19_Draft_Rep_v004)

“The TSG SA Chairman summarised that topics covering non-3GPP access networks, whose inclusion would require changes to non-3GPP access networks, are out of scope of the TR.”
Note: 
3GPP access technologies are GERAN and UTRAN only.  However, interworking between the 3GPP system and other forms of access network may be investigated such has been the case in the study of  ‘3GPP system - WLAN- Interworking’
.

The statement above can be developed further to state that requirements should not be created within 3GPP that impact systems or parts of a system that is not standardised by 3GPP.

With regard to TR 22.800 it is the opinion of the author that it is not the role of SA1 to discuss the scope of 3GPP as this is a very wide-ranging issue and not something that can not be decided at 3GPP working group level.  However, it should be noted that 3GPP is concerned with development of specifications for mobile telecommunications networks utilising the 3GPP defined access networks.  Hence, even though it may be possible to build systems based on some 3GPP specifications independent of the access technology this case is not of primary concern to 3GPP. In addition, it is not necessary to develop functionality to be utilised within different forms of telecommunication network (i.e. non- mobile)  beyond that of interworking.

This contribution proposes that the conclusions to TR 22.800 be developed according to the guidance that has already been received and the common understanding of the scope of 3GPP and no attempts are made to redefine this at the level of SA1.  If in the course of drawing conclusions from the study undertaken within TR 22.800, issues/requirements are identified upon which SA1 is unable make a judgement it is proposed that these issues be left open or highlighted for consideration at a higher level within 3GPP i.e. TSG SA or above.  In order to sufficiently describe contentious issues both the arguments for and against need to be summarised appropriately.

3. Conclusion

The discussion above is presented as a basis for agreeing upon an appropriate method for drawing conclusions from TR 22.800.  Based on the content of this contribution changes are proposed to Chapters 4 & 12 of TR in subsequent contributions (S1-030609 & S1-030610).




� For details see ‘3GPP system - WLAN- Interworking’ Work Item Description included within SP-020574.
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