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While the use of E.164 numbers may not appear to be necessary for the support of a data only mobile terminal, the E.164 number is used as a unique identifier for many aspects of voice and data services and for many ‘back office’ systems.

Notably billing, retail and customer care, systems use the E.164 number as a handle to track service usage and generate customer invoices. The use of the E.164 number is embedded throughout the 3GPP specifications and would require substantial changes to support an alternate or adjunct identifier for a specific type of service or mobile terminal type (i.e. data only). Currently the very wide scale deployment of telemetry devices has not materialized in the industry, although the infrastructure is in place (GSM/GPRS). This does not imply that it will not happen nor that the time is far off for such a wide scale deployment, only that it is currently not visible. As such 3GPP SA2 would not wish to introduce a large change to its specifications at this time to address a problem for which there is no clear need.


3GPP SA2 will continue to monitor the deployment of telemetry data only devices and may undertake work, when the need arises, to address the E.164 issue raised by the ENF. 3GPP SA2 at that time would consider the use of identifiers such as IPv6 and/or SIP URIs as a possible method for uniquely identifying and addressing data only mobile terminals that are not assigned an E.164 number.

