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To:
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Cc:
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Tel. Number:
+39 0639004355
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Attachments:
1. Overall Description:

GSMA SCaG and TWG thank EP SCP for their LS informing about the 3FF work status and asking for some more details regarding requirements.

GSMA SCaG discussed the questions of SCP LS and reached the following agreement:

a. GSMA SCaG mentions "new components". SCP has taken the notion of "new components" to be the possibility of larger chips. Does GSMA SCaG have in mind something else?

· SCaG would like to ensure that the 3FF proceeds in line with the major improvements in the SIM technology (i.e. compliance with protocol speed enhancement, larger memory size,…) avoiding the opportunity to implement new components; 

b. GSMA SCaG also mentions a "rigid holder" in association with "new components". Is this for holding the new components or the third form factor UICC or something else entirely?

· SCaG wishes to ensure the robustness of the 3FF as a removable device (e.g. “handling during cutting process, or snap out, or insertion/remove”.

. 

c. GSMA SCaG and SA1 mention the backward compatibility. Does this cover the contacts layout – is it required to keep the physical contacts as they are today?  What about other issues - card thickness, etc.?

· SCAG’s idea of backward compatibility is that contacts layout should remain the same 

· SCaG believes that backward compatibility should be guaranteed for the new smaller SIMs in the old handsets, as well for the old SIMs in the new devices;

· Any enhancement can be investigated (including thickness) as long as the backward compatibility and mechanical robustness can be ensured

d. GSMA SCaG mentions the development of an adapter. Does that stand for holder (for personalisation and logistics) or adapter for legacy terminals? Be advised that (as it was the case for plug-in) SCP does not intend to specify any adapter, but SCP would consider any additional requirements on the third form factor such an adapter might have.

· SCaG agreed that both Adapter and Holder are required 

· SCaG understands that SCP does not intend to specify an adapter, however the group considers that guidelines should exist.  SCaG will consider any input from SCP or T3 on this topic  to provide guidelines on the issue.

· SCaG would seek to avoid the adoption of many different adapters based on the different insertion modes of the UICC in the various handsets or dealer POSs.

e. The suggestions for combining the Third Form Factor WI and the UICCng WI indicate that the need for a third form factor in the near-term is not universally felt.  Would GSMA SCaG and SA1 please indicate their preferred schedule for the third form factor?

· SCaG understands the requirement of 3FF and the timeframe of one Operator, however the group would prefer the development of the 3FF in the frame of new enhanced SIM features. SCaG perceives the critical issue of new logistic constraints not linked with real technical/commercial benefits for many Operators

f. Concerns were expressed regarding the space available for the display of the ICCID and branding information on the UICC. SCP's only guidance here is GSM 02.17 and its mention that ICCID display "should" be possible. There is currently no 3GPP requirement.  Are there any requirements from SA1 or GSMA SCaG in this area?

· SCaG recognise the ICCID and branding as important commercial and logistic features, the ICCID especially should remain visually readable without inserting the card in a reader

g. Should there be a physical mechanism to prevent incorrect insertion (as there is today on the Plug-in card) or is an optical orientation feature for this purpose sufficient?

· Physical orientation feature is required for the following reasons:

a) Discussion in the early days considering both types and concluding that physical is the best option;

b) To avoid bad user experience and additional cost for Customer Care in the case of incorrect insertion;

c) Visually impaired people need to be able to work out orientation by feel alone. As square- shaped SIM, even if it has a corner cut out doesn’t meet this requirement.

h. SA1 mentions "smooth migration".  Could GSMA SCaG and SA1 provide examples of what would and what would not be regarded as a "smooth migration", particularly in the area of logistics?

· Smooth migration means that introducing the 3FF into the market with close cooperation between Operators and handsets manufacturers long before commercial launch;

· An example of not smooth migration happens when a new desirable device comes to the market in a short term period with little consultation with the Operator.

GSMA SCaG priority between the following requirements is as follows:

1. backward compatibility (including contact layout)

2. size reduction in the framework of new enhanced SIM features

3. timeframe

Conclusions

Based on the long discussion SCaG perceives little justification, at this time, for cost implications that a 3FF brings versus additional benefits, i.e. fundamental technical improvements, and commercial opportunities.

The new GSMA SIM TF is going to look at future Operators’ requirements taking into account all the standardisation work in progress in the different bodies. SCaG intends to revisit the 3FF issue after the TF recommendations will be outlined.

In the light of UICCng WI  SCaG would like to emphasise the investigation of new Form Factors prioritisation that lead to fundamental technical improvements and consequently commercial opportunities. 

2. Actions:

To: EP SCP

1. 
To provide the roadmap of major technical improvements toward Next generation of SIM cards.

2. To provide some inputs regarding the possible standardisation of an adapter for the 3FF.
To: SA1

1. Evaluation of cost/benefits analysis deriving from the introduction of such a 3FF SIM card
3. Date of Next SCaG Meetings:  end of June 2003

