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3GPP TSG CN WG4 Meeting #16
N4-021225

Miami, USA, 23rd  –  27th September 2002
Mr Ian Park

Chairman, 3GPP TSG CN WG4

ETSI Mobile Competence Centre

650, route des Lucioles

06921 Sophia-Antipolis Cedex

France

cc: Mr Kimmo Kymalainen, Secretary, 3GPP TSG CN WG4

Our ref: 2-179 / VHU

Date: 24 May 2002

Dear Mr Park

Use of Identifiers in GPRS & UMTS Environments

I write to you on behalf of the European Numbering Forum to seek the advice of 3GPP on three matters directly and indirectly related to the use of identifiers in the GPRS and UMTS environments.

The European Numbering Forum is a pan-European body that promotes the exchange of information and expertise and facilitates consultation on numbering and addressing issues.  This request to 3GPP arises from discussions in the European Numbering Forum on the various regulatory issues identified in the December 2000 report of the UMTS Forum entitled “Naming, Addressing and Identification Issues for UMTS”.  The three issues on which we seek the advice of CN4 are described in detail below.

(1) Assignment of E.164 numbers to GPRS or UMTS terminals operating in data-only mode

Technical specification 3GPP TS 23.003 version 4.3.0 release 4 — UMTS:  Numbering, Addressing and Identification — contains a requirement that all mobile terminals must be assigned a telephone number (see clause 3.1, “…the assignment of an MSISDN to a mobile station is mandatory.”).

The European Numbering Forum appreciates the logic of such a requirement while the assumption that all mobile terminals may be used for voice services remains valid.  However, the use of UMTS terminals for data-only applications — possibly accompanied by the emergence of terminals with data capabilities only — may challenge this assumption.  Examples of data-only applications that may emerge include communications functionality built into personal digital assistants and telemetry from vending machines.

Were such applications to become widespread — for example, significant numbers of vending machines possessing built-in UMTS capability — it would imply the assignment of very large quantities of E.164 numbers for mobile services.  Such a scenario leads to the question of whether currently designated stocks of mobile numbers might become exhausted.

Given this background, the European Numbering Forum requests a clarification from CN4 on the rationale for the requirement specified in TS 23.003 for UMTS mobile terminals to be assigned E.164 numbers.

(2) Capability to contact emergency services from GPRS and UMTS terminals while in data-only, always-on state

The European Numbering Forum has discussed some of the implications of the capability of GPRS and UMTS terminals to operate in a data-only, always-on state.  One such implication is the possible need to contact emergency services while a terminal is in such a state, rather than by establishing a voice connection.

Accordingly, the European Numbering Forum would appreciate having an assessment from CN4 on whether it is anticipated that a capability to contact emergency services while a mobile terminal is in a data-only, always-on state will be required.  If the assessment of CN4 is that such a capability will be required, any views of CN4 on the most appropriate means by which emergency services could be contacted while in such a state would also be welcome.

(3) Demand for publicly managed identifiers related to GPRS and UMTS services

You may be aware that the European Numbering Forum and the GSM Association have undertaken work over the last two years relating to a possible escalation of demand for E.212 mobile network codes.  This work has recently concluded with a finding that the level of demand for mobile network codes, at present and in the foreseeable future, will not produce a shortage of this resource.

This work has revealed the importance of developing a thorough understanding of the use of publicly-managed identifiers that are important in the provision of mobile services.  Such an understanding is necessary to ensure that any future problems and challenges relating to demand for and use of these identifiers are properly recognised by national regulatory authorities and other bodies that are responsible for their management.  One example of such an identifier that is used in provision of mobile services, for which the nature of future demand is as yet unclear, is the E.118 issuer identifier number (see clause 10.1.1 of 3GPP TS 11.11 version 8.6.0 release 1999).

Accordingly, the European Numbering Forum would welcome receiving the assessment of CN4 on whether demand for important publicly-managed identifiers used in the provision of GPRS and UMTS services is likely to experience significant growth.

The assistance of 3GPP CN4 in providing advice on the above matters will be invaluable in allowing the European Numbering Forum, and its constituent organisations, to properly consider the implications for management and use of numbers, addresses and other identifiers arising from the introduction of GPRS and UMTS services.  Please do not hesitate to contact me on telephone +45 33 89 63 03, fax +45 33 89 63 30 or e-mail “humphries@ero.dk” if you wish to discuss these matters before CN4 provides a response.

Yours sincerely

Vince Humphries

European Radiocommunications Office

Secretary, European Numbering Forum
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