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Introduction

At the SA1 GUP SWG meeting held in Rome between the 8th and 12th July 2002, the contribution S1-021246 attempted to clarify that the home operator manages and administers data associated with the distribution of GUP data.  Such data is generally referred to as “meta-data”  which is not GUP data but merely serves as a ‘pointer’ to the actual data that is stored in a different repository. We believe that such meta-data can only be administered and managed by the home network operator. At the last meeting, Lucent Technologies was asked to revise text to clearly indicate of data that is managed and administered by the network operator. 

Proposal

We believe that the clarification required is fairly straightforward.  Within the informative section covering the “Conceptual view of GUP”, a sentence is proposed that indicates that the administration and management of the data associated with functionality to locate the GUP components is under the control of the operator. As this new sentence immediately follows the statement that there is functionality within the network to locate distributed GUP components, it qualifies who administers and manages the data associated with this functionality. 

Although the proposed changes are in the ‘informative’ section of the specification we firmly believe that such a clarification providers a better understanding of the GUP concept. 

Below are the proposed changes to TS 22.240 version 1.0.0

4.2

Conceptual view of the GUP

For each user (characterised by an IMSI or IMS PID) one User Profile exists, which may consist of several ‘components’. These components may be distributed in the home network, the User’s Equipment and value added service provider’s environment, however it may be possible to store all the components within the home network. Within the home network, the components may be distributed in various network nodes. Figure 1 below provides a conceptual overview of GUP and is as such for informative purposes only. Only one master of the component may exist, but one or more copies of the master component may exist. Within the home network, functionality exists that is able to locate GUP components, thereby making applications unaware of the actual location of the components. .  The administration and management of the data associated with this functionality is under the control of the home network Although GUP does not attempt to provide an actual classification of the data it may contain, one may consider categorisations such as general user information, terminal related information, service specific information, etc. as indicated in subclause 4.4.
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Figure 1: Conceptual view of GUP
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