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1. Overall Description:

This LS intends to answer LS S1-022086 sent to SA1 from SA4, asking to understand the potential areas of applicability for Synthetic Video, and to assess the suitability of allocating a new media type for Synthetic Video. 
SA1 has received the presentation on the capabilities of Synthetic Video.  SA1 understands that Synthetic Video enables to create small-filesize content using photo-realistic (images and videos) sources (rather than drawn graphics), which can be customized and personalized in real-time while maintaining its photo-realistic appearance, to have a Video-like user experience. SA1 sees that in a way Synthetic Video is analogous to the Synthetic Audio media type that the 3GPP has assigned for sound. SA1 acknowledges the potential services and applications using Synthetic Video for MMS, and finds that there might be a justification for allocating a new media-type (or format as specified in 23.140 or media-format as specified in 26.140) for Synthetic Video. SA1 is aware that the responsibility for the specific-formats / Codecs lies within T2 and SA4.

More specifically, we see some potential benefits to operators as follows: 

· Different photo-realistic content
· Easy to migrate available content & applications

· Cost-effective customization

· Target / personalized interactive applications

· Make use of the handsets camera 

· Overcoming network barriers

· Easy transcoding for full interoperability

The applications range may include:

· Personalized greeting cards based on real-time customized content form albums, data base and handsets camera

· Targeted personalized promotional videos based on branded content

· Downloads such as screen-savers and event-dependent alerts

· Sports and News brake-outs

· Interactive games

To summarize, SA1 sees that Synthetic Video could enhances MMS with a wide-range of services capabilities, as defined by the aims of 3GPP specifications in 22.101:

· to enable users to access a wide range of telecommunications services, including many that are today undefined as well as multi-media and high data rates.

· to facilitate the provision of a high quality of service similar to that provided by fixed networks;

· to facilitate the provision of small, easy to use, low cost terminals. 

· to provide an efficient means of using network resources.
However, in order to get a decision on the new Media Type SA1 needs more time, and would try to finalize it’s position on the January SWGs meeting.

2. Actions:

· To T2 group.


SA1 would like to inform T2 that in order to get a full understanding of the service requirements that may be needed to support Synthetic Video, SA1 needs more time. While SA1 continues its evaluation, SA1 would like to know if the information provided in this LS are sufficient to carry out the work in your group, and would like to remind you that T2 has the responsibility to decide if a new media type is necessary or if instead synthetic video could be considered part of an already existing media type in 23.140. 
· To SA4 group.


SA1 would like to inform SA4 that in order to get a full understanding of the service requirements that may be needed to support Synthetic Video, SA1 needs more time. 
In the discussion in SA1 it was agreed that T2 should take the responsibility to decide if a new media type is necessary or if instead synthetic video could be considered part of an already existing media type. SA1 is sending this LS also to T2 in order to speed up the decision process. In any case the work on the codec should continue in light of the SA1 interest in this area. 
3. Date of Next TSG-SA1 Meetings:

SA1 SWGs
20 -24 January 2003,
San Francisco, USA, hosted by AWS with SA2 XE "SA2" /T2

SA1#19
24 - 28 February 2003,
Sophia Antipolis, hosted by ETSI

  

