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Discussion

The scenario “Common spectrum network sharing” describes scenarios that are very important for the work on network sharing in Rel-6 since they represent shared-networks that are currently being deployed (using R99 functionality) and evolutions of these networks (using functionality available in later releases). 

Figure 4 in the current version of the TR seem to indicate that only the case with a clean split between the core networks and the radio access network(s) need to be considered in Rel-6. This is not our understanding of this scenario. Iu-flex is an option for the operator(s) and the network-sharing functionalities to be included in Rel-6 shall not depend on the use of this option. 

The proposal is to change the text in Section 5.4 to reflect this.

--- New version of section 5.4

5.4 Common spectrum network sharing

Common spectrum network sharing is applicable when

· one operator has a 3G license and shares the allocated spectrum with other operators that do not have 3G licenses of their own. 

· a number of operators decide to pool their allocated spectrums and share the total spectrum (operators without allocated spectrum may also share this pooled spectrum). 

The scenario can be realized as follows.

1. Using Iu-flex results in a “clean” split between the core networks and the radio access network(s), see case 1 in Figure X below. This thus requires Rel-5 functionality.

2. Parts of the core networks can be shared and Iu-flex functionality is not needed, see case 2 in Figure X below. 
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Case 1: No common core architecture

 

Case 2: Some common core architecture

 



_1087632361.doc


UTRAN















Common Core�A+B



















Core Network�Operator B







Core Network�Operator A















UTRAN







Core Network�Operator B







Core Network�Operator A







Case 2: Some common core architecture
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