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1.
Introduction

This contribution discusses the requirements for prioritising reception of MBMS. S1 SWG MBMS is asked to clarify the requirements for service priority of multicast MBMS when simultaneous services are available.

2. Discussion

With regards to multicast subscription and reception, Section 4.2.1 of TS 22.146 states that 

3a)
The user selects a multicast service and hence the user joins the corresponding multicast group.

3b)
As an alternative, the Home Environment can join the user to the selected multicast group on behalf of the user, that has previously subscribed to this multicast group.

The latter is included in case for example the PLMN wishes to offer network initiated multicast services as a feature of the subscription it offers to its users. 

Note, TS 22.146 also states that

The user shall be able to select between different multicast services provided to the user and can receive simultaneously more than one service. 

The user may be able to define service preference for reception.  A priority procedure may be implemented to allow the user to select between simultaneous broadcast/multicast services…

If the home network has joined a user to football, music and news multicast channels, the above priority procedure should allow the user to select which received service takes precedence on his terminal if these services arrive simultaneously. 

In the above example: -

· How is the user able to access sessions from the (subscribed to) services that were missed or partly missed because they were given lower priority?

· How does a user select priority over services within a channel that could be provided simultaneously? E.g. football has priority over tennis and Formula 1 on a sports channel? 

A PLMN initiating multiple simultaneous services to a user will not be aware that the user, (having selected a prority procedure on his terminal) is only accessing a sub-set of them. In most cases, multicast services delivered will result in CDRs and be subject to billing, even though the user’s terminal prioritised one service over another. 

Can we assume that the user will just get billed for simultaneous services or should the user be allowed to dynamically control his subscribed-to services?

3. Proposal

It is not immediately obvious from TS22.146 what is the requirement for network initiation of multicast services and user priority over multiple simultaneous services. In order to avoid misinterpretation, clarification is sought on the service requirements, particularly on the user’s service interaction.


































































