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1. Introduction

Document S1-021468R1 contains a proposed LS to RAN2 etc. as agreed in the Rome SWG meetings. Since then I have been informed by my RAN2 colleagues that the proposed text might create problems in RAN2, without this necessarily being the intention of SA1. 

The proposed LS states that “The basic requirement remains that: in general, MBMS (i.e. data reception, notifications etc) shall be available to all users that are registered/attached in a PLMN, i.e. having their phone switched on and having performed a successful attach to the network.” 

In order to limit the impact on UTRAN RAN2 have implemented or implements MBMS such that the UE can only receive MBMS information while having an RRC connection. A UE in RRC-idle mode can therefore not receive MBMS information but needs to be paged and establish an RRC connection in order to receive the data.

The possible problem for RAN2 is that our LS and CR could be understood to mean that a UE shall be able to receive MBMS data in all states when being registered/attached to a network, also when being in RRC-idle mode. 

My understanding of the SA1 requirements is that MBMS shall indeed be available to all users that are registered/attached in a PLMN, exactly as is stated in the proposed LS and CR, but that it would be sufficient to allow the UE to be paged and a suitable connection to be established if so needed before the MBMS data could be received in the UE. 

To relieve RAN2 of this potential problem I therefore propose that the proposed LS and CR are modified to clarify this view, if agreed by SA1. 

A proposal for such a modified LS can be found in Tdoc S1-021768. 

A correspondingly modified CR can be found in Tdoc S1-021769. 







