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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN would like to thank TSG CN1 for their LS dealing with the determination of the network support of EGPRS by the terminals.
TSG GERAN confirms that the BSS-specific information broadcast on BCCH, and on PBCCH in networks supporting this channel, is allowing the Mobile Station to determine unambiguously the EGPRS capabilities of each cell. The presence of the extension information in the GPRS Cell option Information element in (Packet) System Information means "EGPRS supported by the cell".

SGSNR and MSCR were introduced in Release 99 in order to address a particular core network related encoding issue, and as such they should only be used for non-access protocols purposes in respect to the access / core functional split.

Although there is no explicit reference to 'MSCR' in 3GPP TS 24.007, it is the understanding of TSG GERAN that this indicator is actually used for the above-mentioned purpose. On the other hand, TSG GERAN is not aware of any specific SGSNR reference in the core network specifications.

Provided the previous assumptions are correct, TSG GERAN is considering that there is no reason for the Mobile Station to check any of the core network release indicators to infer whether or not EGPRS is supported in the network.

2. Actions:

To TSG CN1 group 

ACTION: 


TSG GERAN kindly asks TSG CN1 to clarify the definitions of MSCR (MSC Release) and SGSNR (SGSN Release) in the core network specifications in order to remove any misunderstanding as requested in the TSG CN1 Liaison Statement.

3. Date of Next GERAN Meetings:

GERAN #11: August 26th – 30th 2002, Los Angeles, USA

GERAN #12: November 18th - 22nd, 2002, Location TBD

