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4.2 Conceptual view of the GUP

For each user (i.e. a 3GPP subscriber, characterised by an IMSI or IMS PID) one User Profile exists, but may consist of several ‘components’. These components may be distributed in the home network, the User’s Equipment and service provider’s environment, however it may be possible to store all the components within the home network. Figure 1 below provides a conceptual overview of GUP and is as such for informative purposes only. Only one master of the component may exist, but one or more copies of the master component may exist. Data is not always consistent, it is dependent on the need of consistency. Synchronisation of components may take place and it is possible to control which components are synchronised. For example there are at least four different ways when looking at synchronisation need , 
· the component always needs synchronisation 
· there is no need for synchronisation for this particular component since it’s only valid in limited areas
· the application decides if synchronisation of the component is needed. 
· the user decides that a synchronisation of a component is needed, reads the component from one part within the GUP and writes it in another part within the GUP
Although GUP does not attempt to provide an actual classification of the data it may contain, one may consider categorisations such as general user information, terminal related information, service specific information …etc as indicated in sub clause 4.4.
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Figure 1 Conceptual view of GUP
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