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Introduction

It is of overwhelming importance that the scope of work of Messaging Stage 1 for Rel.6 is clarified, in order to avoid affecting the timely completion of the overall Messaging work plan for Rel.6 (whose completion is provisionally expected by June 2003).

As a contribution to the discussion, Vodafone Group presents here its views about the desired direction to be taken by the SA1 Messaging SWG. 

Current situation

The current situation of Stage 1 Messaging in Rel.6 is:

· approved WID on IMS Messaging (Technical Report, whose completion is expected by EoY2002)

· no MMS Rel.6 WID

MMS Rel.6

The MMS Rel.5 Stage 2 has been closed with 3 months of delay, due to lengthy discussions on issues (e.g. alternative implementations of MMS), which were not clarified enough at the beginning of Rel.5. 

Because Rel.5 was finalised in great hurry, and many new features have been introduced, there is certainly a risk that several bugs may be hidden into the current specs. Moreover, many features have been left underdeveloped.

Any lack of discussion in the early phase of a new release will expose ourselves to the risk of delays or unequal distribution of effort over the planned features. 

MMS is starting its commercial operations right now, mainly based on Rel.4 specifications. It is expected that bug fixing will be needed in the near future, due to the complex new features that were introduced by Rel.5 (VASP interface, Address resolution with Mobile Number Portability, Persistent Storage, etc.). Agreeably, this will most likely be a Stage 2 or 3 matter. 

But there are certain features in Rel.5 that have been intentionally limited in scope, due to lack of time (e.g. extension of MM7 functionalities beyond single MMSE, VASP authentication, etc.). SA1 guidance is needed to enhance (extend, clarify) these features. 

Finally, and this is mainly under SA1’s responsibility, there are brand new functionalities to be added for enhancing the overall MMS service (DRM, support of non-MMS terminals, etc.).

Operators that have invested in an MMS solution and that still believe that it will bring significant benefits to their business, cannot consider that MMS development is just stopped to Rel.5. but should rather consider further developing the MMS specification also in Rel.6.

Vodafone believes that the need for a MMS Rel.6 Stage 1 should be seriously taken into consideration, above all from Operators.

Importance of IMS Messaging

Maybe IMS Messaging is not a perfect name for describing the need of introducing new flavours of messaging (immediate, presence-enabled, group management enabled) in Rel.6. But this is clearly the future of messaging and this is the right time for the 3GPP to take it on board. 

Conclusions and Suggestions

· MMS Rel.6 Stage 1 WID should be introduced:

· have ASAP a joint meeting with T2, who drafted a proposed MMS Rel.6 WID.

· IMS Messaging Stage 1 WID is equally important:

· in IMS messaging, consider requirements for both Immediate and non-Immediate messaging flavours. 

· If needed, for the non-Immediate flavor of IMS Messaging just ‘copy and paste’ MMS Stage 1 requirements. 

· the two work items are equally important

· do not suspend MMS Stage 1 until IMS Messaging is completed

· they should be evolved in parallel, 

· but put Stage 1 requirements on the interworking between MMS and IMS Messaging

